
STRAIGHT TALK WITH THE BUSINESS MANAGER 

A Time For Thanksgiving 
Twenty months ago our lives took 

an unexpected and unimaginable turn. 
There was confusion and skepticism. 
There was fear and uncertainty. But 
above all else, there was an overriding 
personal drive to keep our loved ones, 
co-workers and ourselves healthy and 
safe. This year - perhaps more than 

any other - we give thanks to be able 
to celebrate the holidays together, 

hopefully in a less restrictive way than 
a year ago. This year, we have many 
reasons to be truly thankful. 

To You, Our Members 

We give thanks to our members 
who answered the call to keep our 

state's economy up and running over 
these turbulent months of shutdowns, 
reopenings and restrictions. You heed
ed public health recommendations 
and masked up, kept socially distanced 
when possible, and practiced personal 
hygiene and new safety protocols on 
the job. Without the building and con
struction industry, Hawaii's economic 
picture for sure would have been a dark 
one. Thanks to you, our industry was 
able to do the job asked of us, perhaps 
building a threshold that will open the 
door to better days ahead. 

To Our Union Staff 

We are thankful to be a part of 
LiUNA and Local 368. Speaking for 
those of us on your Executive Board as 
well as the staff who serve you at the 
Union Hall, we are grateful to be here 
when we are needed most. We are 
always prepared to fight for you and to 

serve your best interests. Even so, the 
pandemic presented us with a list of 
new challenges, as you can well imag
ine. I am personally grateful for our ded
icated and competent team who spent 
countless hours to ensure you had the 
answers and resources you needed so 
you and your family could get through 

the unprecedented crisis. 

To Those Vaccinated 

Our thanks also to the great 
majority of you who answered another 
call - the call to get vaccinated to help 
our state reach "herd immunity." 
That is the point where a sufficient 
percentage of our population would 
be immune to COVID-19 in order to 
stop its spread, especially to those most 
vulnerable in our community-the 
elderly and those with compromised 
immune systems. Your act of solidarity, 
compassion and humanity is truly 
something for which all Hawaii can be 
thankful. As we go to press with this 
newsletter, the state is about 71 % vac
cinated. If you have not already gotten 
your vaccination, I strongly ask that you 
please consider doing so. And be sure 
to get a booster shot, if and when it is 
recommended. 
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