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Local 368 Apprentices celebrate graduation ceremonies on Oahu and Maui

Graduates, Training Directors, Instructors and Training Fund Trustees are all smiles at the Oahu Apprenticeship 
graduation ceremonies in November. A total of 68 Apprentices on Oahu and nine on Maui can now proudly call 
themselves ‘Construction Craft Laborers.’ (Turn to Page 3 for more pictures and graduate listing.)

 A total of 77 Apprentices on 
Oahu and Maui recently completed 
their two year odyssey to become 
Construction Craft Laborers.
 A total of 68 Apprentices on 
Oahu and nine on Maui were hon-
ored by the Hawaii Laborers’ Train-
ing Program and Local 368 for their 
accomplishments.
 Offering congratulatory messag-
es on Oahu, during the November 
2008 ceremonies, included U.S. Rep. 
Neil Abercrombie, Claude Matsu-
moto, representing management and 
Alfonso Oliver, representing Local 
368. Serving as class speakers for the 
Oahu graduates were Caris Ahuna 
and Michael Baji.
 On the Valley Island, Roy Silva, 
executive assistant to Mayor Char-
maine Tavares delivered a congrat-
ulatory message from the mayor’s 
office, while Lito Alcantra , repre-
senting management and Peter Ga-
naban, representing Local 368 also 
congratulated the graduates. Stan-
ley Yuen and Jamie-Lynn Kahahane 
served as class speakers.

(By: Al Lardizabal, Director of Govern-
ment Relations)

 The American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009 could be the 
shot in the arm for our nation’s econ-
omy, including Hawaii. We need jobs 
and we need them fast. The plan is 
a mixture of tax relief and govern-
ment spending of $787,000,000,000.  
(That’s nine zeros!) But teamwork 
and strong support from all leaders 
in government and business is need-
ed. 
 Our U.S. Congressional team in 
Washington, along with our local 
politicians have all come together in 
the spirit of cooperation and collabo-
ration to fix our economy.

 U.S. Sen Dan. Inouye stated that, 
“As Chairman of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, working with 
the House and the Obama adminis-
tration, I tried my best to craft a com-
promise legislative package that will 
put people back to work, invest in 
critical infrastructure such as roads 
and schools, prevent cuts to basic 
services, reduce tax burden on work-
ing families, and then to position our 
nation for the future in the areas of 
renewable energy and broadband 
connectivity that will help our nation 

to thrive once again.”

Benefits to Hawaii

 The Feb. 14, 2009 Honolulu Ad-
vertiser reported that Hawaii may 
receive $940,000,000. According to 
Sen. Inouye’s report of Feb. 13, 2009, 
funds are allocated as follows:

Funding for Infrastructure

	 •	 $19.7	 million	 for	 drinking	 wa-
ter infrastructure development.

	 •	 $30.8	million	for	clean	water	in-
frastructure needs.

	 •	 $125.7	million	for	surface	trans-
portation, ports, rail at the discre-
tion of the state.

	 •	 $43.8	million	for	mass	transit.
	 •	 $16.3	 million	 for	 public	 hous-

ing needs.
	 •	 $9.6 million for affordable 

housing and rental assistance.
	 •	 $6.2	 million	 for	 homeless	 pre-

vention rental assistance and utili-
ties.

Funding for Education and Training

	 •	 $158.2	 million	 for	 preventing	
cutbacks and layoffs in education; 
and school modernization and in-
centive grants for meeting educa-
tion performance measures.

	 •	 $39.9	million	for	Special	Educa-
tion Part B State Grants.

	 •	 $4.8	million	 in	education	 tech-
nology.

	 •	 $44.5	million	for	Title	I	Educa-
tion for the Disadvantaged.

	 •	 $1.5	 million	 for	 State	 Employ-
ment Services.

	 •	 $2.1	 million	 for	 Dislocated	
Workers State Grants.

	 •	 $2.9	million	for	Department	of	
Labor’s Youth State Grant.

	 •	 $1.2	million	for	Department	of	
Labor’s Adult State Grant.

	 •	 $1.9	million	 for	Vocational	Re-
habilitation.

Funding for Hawaii Energy

	 •	 $25.9	million	through	the	State	
Energy	Program.

	 •	 $4.4	million	through	the	Weath-
erization Assistance Program.

Funding to Protect Most Vulnerable 
in Hawaii

	 •	 $337,053	 for	 National	 School	
Lunch Program.

	 •	 $305,717	through	the	Emergen-
cy Food Assistance Program.

	 •	 $106	 million	 for	 Supplemental	
Nutrition Assistance Program.

	 •	 $163,399	 for	 Emergency	 Food	
and Shelter Program.

	 •	 $6.4	million	Child	Care	and	De-
velopment Block Grants.

	 •	 $2.1	million	for	Head	Start	Pro-

gram.
	 •	 $5	million	for	Community	Ser-

vices Block Grant.
	 •	 $500,000	 for	Senior	Meals	Pro-

gram.
	 •	 $4.1	 million	 for	 Community	

Block Grants.

Tax cuts and Credits for Hawaii

	 •	 $30	 million	 in	 Unemployment	
Insurance extension for 36,400 un-
employed workers.

	 •	 $3.6	 billion	 over	 9	 months	 for	
Federal Medical Assistance Per-
centage.

	 •	 $400	 for	 individuals	 and	 $800	
for married couples tax credit for 
490,000 eligible workers.

	 •	 $250	 to	 social	 security	 benefi-
ciaries, SSI recipients and disabled 
veterans.

	 •	 $2,500	 for	 the	 American	 Op-
portunity Tax credit (higher edu-
cation).

	 •	 Extended	 Homebuyer	 Tax	
Credit.

	 •	 Extended Bonus Depreciation 
and	 Small	 business	 Expensing	
through 2009.

 President Obama has not ruled 
out a second stimulus package. The 
plan is not perfect; but it is a commit-
ment from our political leaders. 

Obama’s stimulus package will benefit state




